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December 15, 2023

Empire State Development Corporation
633 3rd Ave, 37th Floor, New York, NY 10016

Division of Criminal Justice Services
80 South Swan Street, Room 118, Albany, NY 12210

9:04 AM - 12:37 PM

DRAFT MEETING MINUTES

Commission Members in Attendance:
Pasquale Buffolino, Ph.D.’
James Chithalen, Ph.D.?
Jill Dooley, Ph.D.
Steven Epstein, Esq.
William Fitzpatrick, Esq.
Jessica Goldthwaite, Esq.
Michael Marciano, Ph.D.
Hon. Angela Mazzarelli
Beverly Rauch
Rossana Rosado?®
Michelli Schmitz
Ann Willey

DCJS Staff in Attendance:
Dean DeFruscio
Colleen Glavin, Esq.
Natasha Harvin-Locklear, Esq.
Katherine Mayberry
Shelley Palmer
Joseph Popcun
Lindsey Rockwell
Elizabeth Suparmanto

" In accordance with a resolution and related procedures regarding the use of videoconferencing under extraordinary
circumstances, which were adopted by the Commission on Forensic Science on June 9, 2023 and added to its bylaws,
Dr. Buffolino participated by videoconferencing from a private location due to extraordinary circumstances and, thus, shall
not count toward quorum, but was able to participate and vote as there was a quorum of members at physical location(s)
open to the public.

2 Representative of Commission Member James V. McDonald, M.D.

3 Commissioner Rosado attended virtually after roll call (approximate video time 00:04:55).
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Other Attendees:
Jennifer Alois — New York State DCJS Latent Print Laboratory
Bradley Brown — New York State Police Crime Laboratory
Nicole Capitali— New York City Police Department Police Laboratory
Neil Fenton — New York City Police Department Legal Bureau
Russell Gettig — New York State Police Crime Laboratory
Nichole Hurbanek — New York State Police Crime Laboratory
Michael Jankowiak — New York State Police Crime Laboratory
Rosalyn Joseph — New York City Police Department Latent Print Section
Timothy Kupferschmid — New York City OCME Department of Forensic Biology
Jennifer Lady — New York City Police Department Latent Print Section
Thomas Leach — New York State Police Crime Laboratory
Andrea Lester - New York State DCJS Latent Print Laboratory
Brian McGee — New York City Police Department Police Laboratory
Kyra McKay — New York City OCME Department of Forensic Biology
Craig O’Connor — New York City OCME Department of Forensic Biology
Jennifer Odien — New York City OCME Forensic Anthropology Unit
Scott O’Neill — New York City Police Department Police Laboratory
Stephanie O’Shea — New York City Police Department Police Laboratory
Meredith Rosenberg — New York City OCME Department of Forensic Biology
Mirtha Sabio — New York City OCME Department of Forensic Biology
Tiffany Vasquez — New York City OCME Department of Forensic Biology
Ray Wickenheiser — New York State Police Crime Laboratory

Dr. Jill Dooley opened the meeting by stating that Chair Rosado may attend virtually
and that she would chair the meeting in her absence. Dr. Dooley welcomed new member,
Mr. Steven Epstein, to the Commission on Forensic Science. Mr. Epstein will be the
representative of the private criminal defense bar on the committee. Dr. Dooley then took a
roll call as the members were in attendance in New York, Albany, and virtually. A quorum
was established with 9 voting members (Dooley, Epstein, Fitzpatrick, Goldthwaite, Marciano,
Mazzarelli, Rauch, Schmitz, and Willey); one member participated from a private location
due to extraordinary circumstances (Buffolino#).

Dr. Dooley requested a motion to approve the December 15, 2023, agenda. The
motion to approve the agenda was made by Ms. Schmitz, seconded by Judge Mazzarelli,
and approved unanimously with 10 votes.

Then, Dr. Dooley requested a motion to approve the minutes of the September 22,
2023, Commission meeting. The motion to approve the minutes was made by Mr. Fitzpatrick.
Judge Mazzarelli seconded the motion, and it was approved with 9 votes (Buffolino, Dooley,
Fitzpatrick, Goldthwaite, Marciano, Mazzarelli, Rauch, Schmitz, and Willey) and 1 abstention
(Epstein).

4 See FN. 1 above.
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Approximate
video times

00:00:00
00:02:48

00:02:50
00:03:37

00:03:38
00:04:42
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Next, the Commission reviewed the Accreditation/Laboratory Updates.
Commissioner Rosado joined the meeting during this agenda item. Matters regarding the
following laboratories were considered: Nassau County Office of the Medical Examiner
Division of Forensic Services, New York City OCME Department of Forensic Biology, New
York City OCME Forensic Anthropology Unit, New York City Police Department Police
Laboratory, New York State Division of Criminal Justice Services Latent Print Laboratory,
Niagara County Sheriff's Office Forensic Laboratory, Onondaga County Center for Forensic
Sciences Laboratory, and Suffolk County Crime Laboratory. Representatives from the
laboratories were available in person or via WebEXx to respond to members’ questions.

The next agenda item was OIld Business. Dr. Dooley provided the Commission
members with a verbal update on the Familial Search Program, which has resumed.

The Commission then discussed matters regarding the Niagara County Sheriff's
Office Forensic Laboratory. ANAB provided a response to the Commission’s request for
investigative documentation regarding the anonymous letter. Pam Sale, of ANAB, was
available later in the meeting to answer members’ questions.

Dr. Dooley reviewed laboratory disclosures from the Erie County Central Police
Services Forensic Laboratory.

Dr. Dooley then went back to Old Business as Pam Sale was available virtually to
answer members’ questions regarding ANAB’s response to their request.

Laboratory disclosures were continued and matters from the Erie County Medical
Examiner’s Office Forensic Toxicology Laboratory, Nassau County Office of the Medical
Examiner Toxicology Laboratory, New York City OCME Department of Forensic Biology,
New York City OCME Department of Forensic Toxicology, New York City Police Department
Latent Print Section, New York City Police Department Police Laboratory, New York State
Division of Criminal Justice Services Latent Print Laboratory, New York State Police Crime
Laboratory, Suffolk County Crime Laboratory, Suffolk County Office of the Chief Medical
Examiner Toxicology Laboratory, and Westchester County Department of Laboratories and
Research Division of Forensic Toxicology were reviewed. Representatives from the
laboratories were available in person, by phone or via WebEx to respond to members’
questions.

Dr. Dooley then requested a motion to enter Executive Session to discuss matters
relating to a current investigation or matters that may lead to the appointment, promotion,
demotion, discipline, or suspension of a particular person. The motion was made by Mr.
Fitzpatrick, seconded by Ms. Rauch. The motion was approved with 8 votes (Buffolino,
Dooley, Fitzpatrick, Marciano, Mazzarelli, Rauch, Schmitz, and Willey), 1 opposed
(Goldthwaite) and 1 abstention (Epstein).

The Commission adjourned into Executive Session.

The Commission reconvened the open meeting at 12:34 pm and Dr. Dooley indicated
that the Commission took no formal action during Executive Session.
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00:4:44
00:24:38

00:24:46
00:26:32

00:26:37
00:28:30
00:28:35

00:37:42

00:37:44
00:41:49

00:41:50
02:48:40

02:49:01
02:50:00

02:51:00
02:51:09
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Approximate
Dr. Dooley stated that the next meeting of the Commission will take place on March video times

15, 2024. Judge Mazzarelli made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mr. Epstein  22:%79
and approved unanimously. o

Note:

Video of the open meeting is available on YouTube.
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From: Hartman, Rebecca L

To: dcjs.sm.forensiclabs

Cc: Nemeth, David J; Kadlec, Lisa M; Salamone, Michelle E
Subject: David Nemeth Retirement

Date: Friday, February 2, 2024 10:21:05 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

This message was sent securely using Zix"*

Good Morning,

It is with deep personal regret that | must let you know that our Assistant Chief Toxicologist, David
Nemeth, PhD, F-ABFT, is retiring today.

Dr. Nemeth has been an invaluable asset to the laboratory, and we are very sorry to see him go.
However, we are most happy for him and wish him all the best as he transitions into this next,
highly-deserved phase of his life. On behalf of the Monroe County Toxicology Laboratory, | wish to
formally commend him for all his years of service to the laboratory. He will be sorely missed and
difficult to replace.

Please let me know if there is anything further you need from us at this time. | will, of course, inform
you when we find someone to fill the position.

Thank you and best regards,

Rebecca L. Hartman, PhD, F-ABFT
Chief Toxicologist
Monroe County Office of the Medical Examiner

Monroe Counti NY

-- Confidentiality Notice -- This email message, including all the
attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and contains
confidential information. Unauthorized use or disclosure is prohibited. If
you are not the intended recipient, you may not use, disclose, copy or
disseminate this information. If you are not the intended recipient, please
contact the sender immediately by reply email and destroy all copies of
the original message, including attachments.

This message was secured by Zix®.
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From: QualityMatters

To: Hahn, Timothy (NASSAU); dcjs.sm.forensiclabs
Cc: Bloom, Tamara (NASSAU); Kelly, Carolyn (NASSAV); [
Subject: RE: Notification - Change in Lab Management
Date: Monday, February 26, 2024 9:14:54 AM
Attachments: image001.png
image002.png

Memo - Retirement of Chief Toxicologist - Avella (2-23-2024).pdf

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown

senders or unexpected emails.

Good morning!
Thank you for the notification. Our records have been updated accordingly.

Have a great day/week!
67@0/6/0@

Caprice Fowler | ANAB

Senior Coordinator, Forensics
ANSI National Accreditation Board
D.C. | Fort Wayne
I
L
www.anab.org
qualitymatters@anab.org

ANSI National Accreditation Board

Please consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this email message, ask yourself whether you really need a hard copy.

The information in this message may be proprietary and/or confidential, and protected from disclosure. If the reader of this
message is not the intended recipient, or an employee or agent responsible for delivering this message to the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this communication in error, please notify ANAB immediately by replying to this message and deleting it
from your computer.

From: Han, Timotr

Sent: Friday, February 23, 2024 10:57 AM
To: dcjs.sm.forensiclabs <dcjsforensiclabs@dcjs.ny.gov>; QualityMatters
<qualitymatters@anab.org>


mailto:qualitymatters@anab.org
mailto:thahn@nassaucountyny.gov
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Timothy Hahn
QA/QC Coordinator, Toxicology Lab
Nassau County Medical Examiner’s Office
2251 Hempstead Tumpike, Building R
East Meadow, New York 11554
516-572-6400 | thahn@nassaucountyny.gov
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OFFICE of the MEDICAL EXAMINER

TAMARA BLOOM, M.D.

CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER 2251 HEMPSTEAD TPKE, Bldg “R"

EAST MEADOW, NY 11554-1856
516-572-6400

JOSEPH AVELLA, Ph.D.
FAX 516-572-5174

CHIEF TOXICOLOGIST

To: NYS DCJS — Office of Forensic Services
ANSI National Accreditation Board (ANAB)

From: Dr. Tamara Bloom, Chief Medical Examiner

Date: 2/22/2024

Subject: Retirement of Dr. Avella, Chief Toxicologist

Effective February 23, 2024, Dr. Joseph Avella has retired as the Chief Toxicologist of the
Nassau County Medical Examiner’s Office.

In the interim, Timothy Hahn (QA/QC Coordinator — Toxicology) has assumed the role of
Acting Director of Laboratories for the Toxicology Laboratory.

Attached is the CV for Mr. Hahn.

Tawu Bloen Date: 02)A3]14
Dr. Tamara Bloom, M.D.
Chief Medical Examiner

cc: CKelly (Deputy ME — Labs)
THahn (Acting Director — Tox)
TFox (Deputy CE — Public Safety)






TIMOTHY P HAHN

QA/QC COORDINATOR
NASSAU COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER
DIVISION OF FORENSIC TOXICOLOGY

EDUCATION

1993 - 1997 University at Stony Brook, Stony Brook, N.Y.
B.S. Biological Sciences

s Cum Laude

1998 - 2000 University at Stony Brook, Stony Brook, N.Y.
B.S. Clinical Laboratory Sciences, Forensic Medical Diagnostics
s Summa Cum Laude

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

10/2009 - Present Nassau County Medical Examiner, East Meadow, N.Y.
QA/QC Coordinator-Toxicology

®  Perform all tasks and responsibilities of a Forensic Scientist [V,

m  Provide testimony of toxicological analyses and findings.

m Supervise all subordinate staff of the Toxicology Laboratory.

= Muaintain and manage all aspects of the quality management system,

®  Maintain quality control performance records for all analytical assays.

®  Monitor quality control of analytical procedures and operation of lab.

®  Recommend and validate improved methodologies for drug analysis.

®  Prepare and review quality control and standard operating procedure methods and manuals.

®  Coordinate and implement continuing education and training of staff.

8 Mantain and operate Qualtrax Quality System.

®m  Perform technical review of analytical batch analyses.

m  Perform technical and administrative review of post-mortermn and DW1/DUI cases.

®  Authorize postmortemn and DWI/DUID results for reporting.

®  Authorize toxicological reports.

®  Conduct internal audit and review of quality management system.

m  (Coordinate accreditation requirements and aetivities as it pertains to NYS DCJS and NYS Forensic Science

Commission.

®  Maintain NYS Accreditavon through ANAB.

m  Participate as a member of NYS Technical Working Group in QA/QC.

B Prepare, maintain and implement budget including grant management.

®  Monitor the purchase and control of supplics, reagents, and instruments.

®  Perform funcuons of Chief Toxicologist in ther absence.
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9/2008-10/2009 Suffolk County Medical Examiner, Hauppauge, N.Y.
Forensic Scientist IT

Perform all tasks and responsibilities of Forensic Scientist —1

Prepare and implement new assay methods for use in the laboratory. Includes instrument setup and method
vahdation with controls and procedure development.

Supervise preventive maintenance schedule, troubleshooting and repair of all laboratory instrumentation and
apparatus.

Supervision of postmortem toxicology laboratory staff. Includes assignment of analytical work, problem resolution
and interaction with morgue staff.

Training and continuing education instruction. Includes setting up outside training activities along with developing
and teaching in-house lectures based on relevant toxicological issues.

Review of all analytical work performed in the postmortem toxicology laboratory as prescribed in standard operating
procedure acceptance criteria. Includes analysis of inter-run and intra-run quality control performance of assays.
Troubleshooting measures recommended for resolution of QC problems.

Review of all Medical Examiner cases with toxicological analysis. Requires review of case past medical history and
clinical findings at autopsy. Application of pharmacokinetic and pharmacodynamic parameters used to request
further testing or completion of case.

Preparation and submission of postmortem tissues to outside reference laboratories for testing not performed in
house.

Supervise training and activities of student internships within the toxicology laboratory.

6/2003- 9/2008 Suffolk County Medical Examiner, Hauppauge, N.Y.
Forensic Scientist T

Perform all tasks and responsibilities assigned to the position of Forensic Scientist Trainee.

Conduct volatile and drug analysis on DWT and sexual assault specimens submitted to the toxicology laboratory.
Testify 1n court of law regarding any and all related laboratory results obtained.

Supervise tramng and analytical activities of Laboratory Technologists and Forensic Scientist-Tranees.
Accomplished through setup of presentations giving through in-house Suffolk Medical Examiner Toxicology

Continuing Education Lecture Series.

6/2001- 6/2003 Suffolk County Medical Examiner, Hauppauge, N.Y.
Forensic Scientist Trainee

Perform all tasks and responsibilities assigned to the position of Laboratory Technologist.

Conduct volatile analysis on postmortem specimens using headspace gas chromatography.

Perform quantitative and qualitative drug level determinations on post mortem tissue specimens utilizing GC/MS
and LC/MS instrumentation,

Prepare and maintamn all necessary drug standards utilized in drug calibrator, control and internal standard solutions.

Compile all quality control data using Levy-Jennings protocols to analyze all drug assay performance.

8/2000- 6/2001 Suffolk County Medical Examiner, Hauppauge, N.Y.
Laboratory Technician

Assist in all procedures performed in the toxicology laboratory.

Accession and keep accurate records of all postmortem specimens received by the toxicology laboratory,

Perform all drug screening assays including: basic drug liquid extractions, weak acid and neutral drug liquid
extractions, and enzyme multplied immunoassay technique analysis on blood/serum and unne specimens.

Determination of blood/serum carboxyhemoglobin content using UV spectrophotometry.
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®  Prepare and maintain all necessary laboratory reagent and tissue matrix solutions.

®  Keep accurate and orderly records of all data and work performed.

®  Maintain proper chain of custody of all toxicological speaimens.

®  Prepare all specimen collection kits used in DWT and Sexual Assault forensic drug and aleohol analysis.

®  Mantan safe and clean work environment in the laboratory.

CLINICAL INTERNSHIPS/TRAINING

10/2023 — Ethics & Forensic Science, CFSRE

5/2023 — Differences in Lab Approaches to Medicolegal Death Investigation Toxicology, CIFSRE.
8/2022 — Lessons learned from T'oxicology Frrors in Wrongful Convictions, CFSRE.

8/2022 — Analytical Interpretive and Legal Issues of THC Analogs in DUID, SOFT.

6/2022 — Sodium Nitrite-Nitrate and Helium, CFSRE.

3/2022 - Interpreting Drug Concentrations in Chronic Pain Patients, CEFSRE.

2/2022 — Internal Auditor Training, Scaglass.

12/2021 — Interpretation of Forensic Toxicology Results, CFSRE.

12/2021 — Specialized Forensic Toxicology, CFSRE.

10/2021 — Certification & Evaluation of Drug Caused and Related Deaths, CFSRI.

9/2021 — Introduction to Drug Caused & Related Death Investigations, CFSRE,

9/2021 — Intelligent Influence, Critical Victories,

2/2019 — Mcasurement Uncertainty (MC100), ANAB.

1/2019 — Qualtrax Advanced User Training.

1/2019 — ANAB Assessor Training, ANAB. Queens, NY.

10/2017 — “Opioid Death Investigations™, Forensic Technology Center of Excellence.

8/2017 — “Blood Cannabinoid Markers”, National Medical Services.

7/2017 — “Fentanyl Analogues™, Forensic Technology Center of Excellence.

4/2017 — Nassau County Records Officer Training, Mincola, NY.

10/2016 — 6500 Series Q-TOF LC/MS Techniques and Operation, Agilent Technologies. Chicago, 1L
12/2015 — Criminal Procedure for Laboratory Analysts, NYS DCJS. Sam [Touston University.
9,/2015 — Laboratory Management, NYS DCJS. Jamaica NY.

10/2014- LC-MSMS Theory and Operation, Agilent Technologies. Chicago, 11..

7/2014 — Basic SPC Quality Control, NYS DCJS. Albany, NY.
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9/2013 — “Emerging Drugs”, NEAFS, Cromwell, CT.

7/2012 — “Contemporary Issues in Drunk Driving and Driving Under the Effeets of Drugs”, SOFT.
Baston, MA.

5/2012 — Process Mapping/Root Cause Analysis, NYS DCJS. Albany, NY,
5/2012-10/2012 — Measurement Uncertainty Training, ASCLD LAB.
9/2011 — NTSB Mass Disaster Training, NTSB. Islip, NY

3/2011 — “General Principles of Drug Pharmacokineties”, Midwest Forensic Research Council. Ames,
Towa.

3/2011 — “Understanding the Basics of Root Cause Analysis™, Paton Professional. Westchester, NY.
1/2011 — “New and Emerging Drugs of Abuse”, Siemens.

10/2010 — “Interpretation of Post Mortem Toxicology”, Midwest Forensic Research Council. Ames, Towa.
5/2010 — ASCLD/LAB International Preparation Course, White Plains, NY.

12/2009 — “7Z Drugs”, R'TT International NTJ.

8/2008 — “Vehicle and T'raffic Law for Toxicologists”, NYS Governors Traffic  Safety Committee,
Albany, NY.

10/2006 — “New Antidepressants and Antiepileptics™, SOFT. Austin, TX.

8/2005 — “Chemical Agents of Opportunity for Terrorism™, ACMT. Brentwood, NY.

8/2004 - Symposium on Forensic Toxicology, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Washington, D.C.
4/2004 — Introduction to Mass Spectral Interpretation, Agilent Technologies. Buffalo, NY.

4/2004 — Introduction to HPLC and LC-MS, Agilent Technologies. Syracuse, NY.

10/2003 — “1.C/GC Optimization, Practical Considerations”, Agilent Technologies. Albany, NY.
10/2002-10/2009 - Suffolk County Mass Disaster T'eam

6/2000-7/2000 - Suffolk County Medical Examiner, Hauppauge, N.Y.  Department of Toxicology.

11/1999-2/2000 - Northport Veteran Affairs Hospital, Northport, NY. Blood Banking, Coagulation,
Chemistry.

5/1999-7/1999 - University Hospital, Stony Brook, N.Y' Microbiology, Parasitology, Immunology,
Hematology.
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PUBLICATIONS-PRESENTATIONS

“Fatal Olanzapine-Induced Hyperglycemic Ketoacidosis.” Am. J. of Forensic Medicine and Pathology. 2004;
25: 172-175.

Review Article: “Fatal Olanzapine-Induced Hyperglycemic Ketoacidosis.” Psychiatry Review. Pfizer.

“A Motor Vehicle Accident Fatality Involving the Inhalation of 1, 1-Difluoroethane.” Journal of Analytical
Toxicology. 2006; 30:

“Post Mortem Detection of Diltiazem (Cardizem®) in Individuals Abusing Cocaine” Tox Talk. 2006; 30(4):

“Post Mortem Distribution of 1, 1 Difluoroethane in Four Cases.” Poster Presentation. Proceedings of The
Society of Forensic Toxicology Annual Meeting. Austin, T'exas. 2006

“Ethanol and Volatiles. Postmortem Theory, Application and Analysis” Presentation. Suffolk County
Medical Examiner’s Office Toxicology Continuing Educ. Training. February 2007.

“Acid/Base Drug Chemistry. Theory and Application.” Presentation - Suffolk County Medical Examinet’s
Office Toxicology Continuing Educ. Training. March 2007.

“Forensic Toxicology. A Review for Emergency Responders.” Presentation - Patchogue-Medford
Ambulance and Fire Department. April 2008,

“Postmortem Forensic Toxicology.” Presentation- Pathology Dept. Grand Rounds. Albert Einstein Medical
Center. Bronx, NY. May 2008

“Aspects of Forensic Toxicology for Teachers.” Presentation- Project Patch. July 2008.

“The Determination of a Total Uncertainty Budget for the Measurement of Ethanol in Whole Blood.”
Poster Presentation. North Eastern Association of Forensic Scientists. October 2012.

“Retrospective Analysis of Fentanyl Concentrations in 121 Postmortem Overdoses”. Poster Presentation.
Proceedings of The Society of Forensic Toxicology Annual Meeting. Boca Raton, FL. 2017.

“Screening of Novel Psychoactive Substances in Post-Mortem Matrices by Liquid Chromatography Tandem
Mass Spectrometry (LC-MS/MS)”. Poster Presentation. Proceedings of The Society of Forensic T'oxicology

Annual Meeting. Boca Raton, FL. 2017.

“Evaluation of Acetylfentanyl Following Suspected Heroin Overdose When Complicated by the Presence
of Toxic Fentanyl and Alprazolam Concentrations”. Acad Forensic Pathology. 2019 9(3-4): 191-199.
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CERTIFICATIONS/LICENSURE

New York State License:
-Clinical Medical Technologist (Lic# 008286-1)

Department of Homeland Security
-FEMA National Incident Management System 100, 700
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ce: Boom, Tamar I <=, oy I

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Notification - Change in Lab Management

The Chief Toxicologist, Dr Joseph Avella, has retried as of 2/23/24.
Please see attached memo regarding the change in management for the lab.

Thank You,

. | Timothy Hahn
S | QA/QC Coordinator, Toxicology Lab

A

i B | Nassau County Medical Examiner’s Office
= | 2251 Hempstead Turnpike, Building R
East Meadow, New York 11554

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This transmission (including any attachments) may contain confidential
information, privileged material (including material protected by the attorney-client or other
applicable privileges), or constitute non-public information. Any use of this information by anyone
other than the intended recipient is prohibited. If you have received this transmission in error,
please immediately reply to the sender and delete this information from your system. Use,
dissemination, distribution, or reproduction of this transmission by unintended recipients is not
authorized and may be unlawful.



OFFICE of the MEDICAL EXAMINER

TAMARA BLOOM, M.D.

CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER 2251 HEMPSTEAD TPKE, Bldg “R”

EAST MEADOW, NY 11554-1856
516-572-6400

JOSEPH AVELLA, Ph.D.
FAX 516-572-5174

CHIEF TOXICOLOGIST

To: NYS DCJS - Office of Forensic Services gf‘g,( Division of Criminal
ANSI National Accreditation Board (ANAB) AT | Justice Services

From: Dr. Tamara Bloom, Chief Medical Examiner Tl R bt

Date: 2/22/2024

Subject: Retirement of Dr. Avella, Chief Toxicologist

Effective February 23, 2024, Dr. Joseph Avella has retired as the Chief Toxicologist of the
Nassau County Medical Examiner’s Office.

In the interim, Timothy Hahn (QA/QC Coordinator — Toxicology) has assumed the role of
Acting Director of Laboratories for the Toxicology Laboratory.

Attached is the CV for Mr. Hahn.

Date: 022324

Dr. Tamara Bloom, M.D.
Chief Medical Examiner

cc: CKelly (Deputy ME — Labs)
THahn (Acting Director — Tox)
TFox (Deputy CE — Public Safety)
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NEW
YORK

STATE | Subcommittee

MICHAEL COBLE, PH.D.
CHAIR
Center of Human Identification

FREDERICK BIEBER, PH.D.
Harvard Medical School

KATHLEEN CORRADO, PH.D.
Syracuse University

KATHERINE GETTINGS, PH.D.

National Institute of Standards and Technology

KENNETH KIDD, PH.D.
Yale University School of Medicine

JENIFER SMITH, PH.D.
PRINCIPAL, BIOFORENSIC CONSULTING LLC

AMANDA C. SOZER, PH.D.
SNA International

Division of Criminal
Justice Services

DNA =

RECEIVED 2/15/24 Office of Forensic Services

February 15, 2024

Rossana Rosado

Chair, Commission on Forensic Science
Division of Criminal Justice Services

80 South Swan Street

Albany, New York 12210

Dear Commissioner Rosado:

At the February 9, 2024, DNA Subcommittee (Subcommittee)
meeting, members reviewed the final ANSI National Accreditation
Board (ANAB) Assessment Report for the New York City Office of Chief
Medical Examiner, Department of Forensic Biology.

The Subcommittee voted and approved to issue a binding
recommendation to the Commission on Forensic Science to renew the
New York State Accreditation of the New York City Office of Chief
Medical Examiner, Department of Forensic Biology in the discipline of
Biology for the period concurrent with their ANAB accreditation. This
accreditation is valid until February 28, 2028.

Very truly yours,

Michael Coble, Ph.D.
Chair, DNA Subcommittee

cc: Members of the Commission on Forensic Science
Jill Dooley, Ph.D., Director, OFS
Natasha Harvin-Locklear, Esq., Special Counsel

80 South Swan Street, Albany, New York 12210 | 518-457-1901 | www.criminaljustice.ny.gov
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Division of Criminal

NEW
YORK " "
AMAB S
4 RECEIVED 1/31/124 Office of Forensic Services

ANSI National Accreditation Board

January 31, 2024

Timothy D. Kupferschmid

New York City Office of Chief Medical Examiner
Department of Forensic Biology

421 East 26th Street

New York, NY 10016

Dear Director Kupferschmid,

Congratulations! On January 31, 2024, ANAB renewed your organization’s accreditation in the Field
of Forensic Testing. This decision was based upon the documentation provided in the assessment report
and in accordance with the recommendation of the Team Leader. ANAB is satisfied that your
organization has met or exceeded the accreditation requirements and requirements of your own
documented management system.

Accredited forensic service providers are expected to maintain the standards which were required to
achieve accreditation and conform to ANAB Terms and Conditions for Accreditation. The principal
means used to monitor ongoing conformance include surveillance activities, proficiency testing reports
submitted by approved test providers, and disclosure of significant events and nonconformities. The
results of these monitoring activities will be considered when confirming the continuation of
accreditation between assessments.

The planned surveillance activity and reassessment schedule is listed below:

e October 2024 Surveillance Document Review
e QOctober 2025 Surveillance Assessment

e October 2026 Surveillance Document Review
e October 2027 Reassessment

The provided ANAB accreditation symbol (Testing) may be used to convey your accredited status. An
accreditation symbol must not be used in any way which implies accreditation in any area outside of
the scope of accreditation. If appropriate, the accreditation symbol may be used on your organization’s
website, reports, letterhead, business cards, and other official documents. Please refer to PR 1018
Policy on Use of ANAB Accreditation Symbols and Claims of Accreditation Status for all required
information. This policy also provides information on your ability to use a combined mark that contains
the ANAB accreditation symbol and the International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC)
mark.

The report and an electronic version of accreditation documents are included with this letter.

www.anab.org | Fort Wayne, IN | Washington, DC
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Achieving accreditation is the result of an extensive commitment of resources and much preparation
by the management and personnel of the entire organization. I commend the efforts of all who were
involved in this achievement. On behalf of ANAB, I extend my sincere congratulations to you. If you
have any questions or if ANAB might assist you in any way, please feel free to get in touch with us at
qualitymatters(@anab.org.

Sincerely,

Jill Spriggs
Senior Manager of Accreditation
ANSI National Accreditation Board

cc:  Meredith Rosenberg, Laboratory Deputy Director
Kyra McKay, Laboratory Assistant Director/Quality Manager
ANAB Office
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ANSI National Accreditation Board

CERTIFICATE OF ACCREDITATION

The ANSI National Accreditation Board
Hereby attests that

New York City Office of Chief Medical Examiner

Department of Forensic Biology
421 East 26th Street, New York, New York 10016 USA

Fulfills the requirements of

ISO/IEC 17025:2017

Accreditation Requirements for Forensic Testing and Calibration (2023)
FBI Quality Assurance Standards for Forensic DNA Testing Laboratories:2020

In the field of

Forensic Testing

This certificate is valid only when accompanied by a current scope of accreditation document.
The current scope of accreditation can be verified at www.anab.org.

Pamela L. Sale, Vice President, Forensics

Expiry Date: 28 February 2028
Certificate Number: FT-0238
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1/31/24 Office of Forensic Services

RECEIVED

®

ANSI National Accreditation Board

SCOPE OF ACCREDITATION TO:

ISO/IEC 17025:2017

Accreditation Requirements for Forensic Testing and Calibration (2023)
FBI Quality Assurance Standards for Forensic DNA Testing Laboratories:2020

New York City Office of Chief Medical Examiner

Department of Forensic Biology
421 East 26th Street
New York, New York 10016 USA

FORENSIC TESTING

Expiry Date: 28 February 2028 Certificate Number: FT-0238

Discipline: Biology

Component/Parameter

Item

Key Equipment/Technology

DNA Profile Determination

Mitochondrial
Short Tandem Repeat (STR)

Y-Short Tandem Repeat (Y-STR)

Capillary Electrophoresis
Massively Parallel Sequencing

Individual Characteristic Database

DNA Profile

National DNA Index System (NDIS)

Physical Comparison

DNA Profile

Software Program

Qualitative Determination

Body Fluid

Chemical
Fluorescence Spectroscopy
General Microscopy
Immunoassay
Liquid Chromatography
Mass Spectrometry

When published on a forensic service provider’s Scope of Accreditation, ANAB has confirmed the competence required to develop and validate methods and
perform on-going quality assurance for accredited activities. For a listed component/parameter, the forensic service provider may add or modify methods for
activities without formal notice to ANAB for items and key equipment/technology listed. Contact the forensic service provider for information on the method

utilized for accredited work.

Version 006 Issued: 31 January 2024

Pamela L. Sale
Vice President, Forensics

1899 L Street NW, Suite 1100-A, Washington, DC 20036

414-501-5494
www.anab.org

Page 1 of 1
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Description

This assessment report summarizes the outcome of the recent accreditation activity. A separate document, the assessment plan, provides
information on the type of activity (e.g., reassessment, surveillance activity, scope extension), the date(s) of the activity, the assessment
team members, the requirement documents and refers to the scope of the discipline(s) assessed for each location. The assessment plan,
together with this report, provide a complete picture of the accreditation activity.

The ANSI National Accreditation Board (ANAB) evaluated the competence of the laboratory and conformance with all applicable
accreditation requirements for the scope of accreditation referenced in the assessment plan. Objective evidence of implementation was
assessed. The results of an assessment activity are based on a sample of records, locations, and personnel that were available at the time
of the activity. Witnessing is an additional technique used in most activities.

REQUIREMENTS:

ISO/IEC 17025:2017 General requirements for the competence of testing and calibration laboratories & ANAB Accreditation Requirements
for Forensic Testing and Calibration (AR 3125) evaluated over the accreditation cycle are summarized in the following broad categories:

General requirements related to the laboratory's commitment to impartiality and confidentiality in its activities.

Structural requirements related to the range of activities, management structure, the authority, roles and responsibilities of personnel.
Documented procedures which ensure a consistent application of activities and the validity of results.

Resource requirements related to the impartiality of personnel. Requirements for a training program, competency testing, authorizations,
and ongoing monitoring to ensure the competence of personnel. Facility and security suitability for activities. Records and procedures for
equipment to ensure proper functioning and where applicable, establishment of metrological traceability. Requirements for externally
provided products and services.

Process requirements related to the handling of test and calibration items in a manner to maintain the integrity of the item. Requirements
for chain-of-custody of items to be tested and appropriate methods and procedures. Ensuring the required performance of the methods
along with monitoring the validity of the results. Requirements to ensure results are supported by sufficient technical records and are
reported accurately, clearly, unambiguously, and objectively. Procedures for nonconforming work and a documented process for handling
complaints. Requirements related to the laboratory information management system protection and integrity of data and information.

Management system requirements related to policies and objectives appropriate for the scope of activities. Requirements to control internal
and external documents and records. Requirements to address risks and opportunities and timely, well-documented corrective actions.
Requirements for an internal audit program and management reviews.

The accreditation activity also evaluates the laboratory’s conformance with their own management system requirements.

ASSESSMENT RESULT:

Based on the assessment techniques and a sample of the objective evidence reviewed during the assessment activity, the assessment
team found that the laboratory demonstrated competence to operate a management system that fulfills all applicable accreditation
requirements, including those specified within their management system.

Any opportunities for improvement or nonconformities identified during this assessment activity are noted below. All nonconformities will be
resolved prior to an accreditation decision by ANAB and a summary provided in a subsequent assessment activity report.



Summary of Comments

Il Unassessed
Bl Rescolved Nonconformity

Documeant Review
Il Conforming
Il Mot Applicable
I Cpportunity for Improvement

Audit Comments

6.2 Personnel

6.2.6 ISO/IEC 17025:2017 Resolved Nonconformity

Requirement

Does the laboratory authorize personnel to perform specific laboratory activities, including but not limited to, the following:
a) development, modification, verification and validation of methods?

b) analysis of results, including statements of conformity or opinions and interpretations?

c) report, review and authorization of results?

ANAB NOTE Authorization of personnel includes all aspects of testing or calibration including, as applicable, the use of equipment.

Nonconformity Resolution Workflow

This nonconformity pertains to only letter a of this standard.

While Management appoints designated individuals to perform development, modification, verification, and validation of methods, a formal
authorization process is not employed.



The root cause was determined to be that the laboratory did not understand that those who perform
validations need to be authorized in writing. The lab determined there was no risk to casework due to the fact that all validation work was
performed under the guidance and direct supervision of a competent Criminalist IV and competent Manager. They immediately wrote an
authorization letter for all Laboratory Technicians and Interpreting Analysts. Additionally, they created a draft authorization for future
Interns, which includes a space to list their relevant qualifications for performing the validation work. This nonconformity is resolved.

7.8.1 General

7.8.1.2 ISO/IEC 17025:2017 Resolved Nonconformity

Are results provided accurately, clearly, unambiguously and objectively, usually in a report (e.g. a test report or a calibration certificate or
report of sampling), and include all the information agreed with the customer and necessary for the interpretation of the results and all
information required by the method used? Are all issued reports retained as technical records?

NOTE 1 For the purposes of this document, test reports and calibration certificates are sometimes referred to as test certificates and
calibration reports, respectively.

NOTE 2 Reports can be issued as hard copies or by electronic means, provided that the requirements of this document are met.

Technical reports do not contain clear language that indicates when the method of probabilistic genotyping is, or is not used on
indistinguishable mixtures.

The root cause was determined to be that the laboratory did not consider Probablistic Genotyping as a
method because it does not fit the QAS definition of one. The lab determined there was no risk to casework and that it was not necessary
to re-issue past reports. Report templates were updated to make it clear when STRMix is being used and staff were informed of the
changes. This nonconformity is resolved.

8.7 Corrective actions (Option A)

8.7.1 ISO/IEC 17025:2017 Resolved Nonconformity

When a nonconformity occurs, does the laboratory:

a) react to the nonconformity and, as applicable:

- take action to control and correct it?

- address the consequences?

b) evaluate the need for action to eliminate the cause(s) of the nonconformity, in order that it does not recur or occur elsewhere, by:
- reviewing and analysing the nonconformity?

- determining the causes of the nonconformity?

- determining if similar nonconformities exist, or could potentially occur?

c) implement any action needed?

d) review the effectiveness of any corrective action taken?

e) update risks and opportunities determined during planning, if necessary?
f) make changes to the management system, if necessary?

This nonconformity pertains to only letter d of this standard.

Quality incidents, that are identified as nonconforming work by the laboratory, undergo root cause analysis, corrective action, and studies



regarding their impact on casework. However, because they are not officially deemed as corrective actions by the laboratory, the
effectiveness of the remediation is not reviewed.

The root cause was determined to be that the laboratory did not consider quality incidents that could
recur as needing to be elevated to a corrective action due to the fact that they are not required to be reported to the New York Board for
Forensic oversight. The laboratory determined that there was no impact to casework. The laboratory's Control of Non-conforming Work
procedure was updated to include a monitoring assessment phase in addition to the nonconforming workflow template being updated to
include a table for the monitoring process. This nonconformity is resolved.
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December 18, 2023

Dr. Bradley Adams

New York City Office of Chief Medical Examiner
Forensic Anthropology Unit

520 1st Avenue

New York, NY 10016

Dear Dr. Adams,

Congratulations! On December 11, 2023, ANAB approved the continuation of your organization’s
accreditation based upon the results of your recent surveillance activity. Continuation of accreditation is a
formal acknowledgement that your organization continues to operate in conformance with accreditation
requirements. The report was provided to you during the assessment activity.

The provided ANAB accreditation symbol (Inspection) may be used to convey your accredited status. An
accreditation symbol must not be used in any way which implies accreditation in any area outside of the
scope of accreditation. If appropriate, the accreditation symbol may be used on your organization’s
website, reports, letterhead, business cards, and other official documents. Please refer to PR 1018 Policy
on Use of ANAB Accreditation Symbols and Claims of Accreditation Status for all required
information. This policy also provides information on your ability to use a combined mark that contains the
ANAB accreditation symbol and the International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC) mark.

The next assessment activity is scheduled to be a Surveillance Assessment in November 2024.
Thank you for your ongoing commitment to quality and the accreditation process.
Sincerely,

Chris Hamburg="
Senior Manager of Accreditation
ANSI National Accreditation Board

cc: Dr. Jennifer Odien, Laboratory Quality Manager
ANAB Office

www.anab.org | Fort Wayne, IN | Washington, DC
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ANSI National Accreditation Board

CERTIFICATE OF ACCREDITATION

The ANSI National Accreditation Board

Hereby attests that

New York City Office of Chief Medical Examiner

Forensic Anthropology Unit
520 1st Avenue, New York, New York 10016 USA

Fulfills the requirements of

ISO/IEC 17020:2012
Accreditation Requirements for Forensic Inspection (2023)

In the field of

Forensic Inspection

This certificate is valid only when accompanied by a current scope of accreditation document.

The current scope of accreditation can be verified at www.anab.org.

Pamela L. Sale, Vice President, Forensics

Expiry Date: 30 April 2027
Certificate Number: FI-0014

ANSI National Accreditation Board Dt N
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Division of Criminal
Justice Services

NEW
YORK
STATE

RECEIVED 12/18/23 Office of Forensic Services

ANSI National Accreditation Board

SCOPE OF ACCREDITATION TO
ISO/IEC 17020:2012

Accreditation Requirements for Forensic Inspection (2023)

New York City Office of Chief Medical Examiner

Expiry Date: 30 April 2027

Forensic Anthropology Unit
520 Ist Avenue, New York, New York 10016 USA

FORENSIC INSPECTION
Type C Inspection Body

Certificate Number: FI-0014

Discipline: Anthropology

Component/Parameter

Item

Key Equipment/Technology

Human Remains

Field Sampling Physical Item Not Applicable
Biological Profile Human Remains SOﬂW?;;E:lO gram
Commingled Remains Human Remains Visual
Medicolegal Significance Human Remains Not Applicable
Minimum Number of Individuals (MNI) Human Remains Not Applicable

General Microscopy

Pathology/Trauma Analysis Human Remains Radiography
Visual
Physical Comparison Fractured Item Visual
Postmortem Interval/Taphonomy Human Remains Visual
Human Remains Visual

Qualitative Determination

When published on a forensic service provider’s Scope of Accreditation, ANAB has confirmed the competence required to develop and validate methods and
perform on-going quality assurance for accredited activities. For a listed component/parameter, the forensic service provider may add or modify methods for
activities without formal notice to ANAB for items and key equipment/technology listed. Contact the forensic service provider for information on the method

utilized for accredited work.

Version 006 Issued:11 December 2023

1899 L Street NW, Suite 1100-A, Washington, DC 20036

Pamela L. Sale
Vice President, Forensics

414-501-5494
www.anab.org

Page 1 of 1
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February 13, 2024

Ray Wickenheiser

New York State Police Crime Laboratory
1220 Washington Avenue, Bldg #30
Albany, NY 12226

Dear Director Wickenheiser,

Congratulations! On February 13, 2024, ANAB approved the continuation of your organization’s
accreditation based upon the results of your recent surveillance activity. Continuation of accreditation is a
formal acknowledgement that your organization continues to operate in conformance with accreditation
requirements. The report was provided to you during the assessment activity.

The provided ANAB accreditation symbol (Testing) may be used to convey your accredited status. An
accreditation symbol must not be used in any way which implies accreditation in any area outside of the
scope of accreditation. If appropriate, the accreditation symbol may be used on your organization’s
website, reports, letterhead, business cards, and other official documents. Please refer to PR 1018 Policy
on Use of ANAB Accreditation Symbols and Claims of Accreditation Status for all required
information. This policy also provides information on your ability to use a combined mark that contains the
ANAB accreditation symbol and the International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC) mark.

The next assessment activity is a Surveillance Document Review scheduled for January 2025.
Thank you for your ongoing commitment to quality and the accreditation process.
Sincerely,

.L{anet M. Girten
Senior Manager of Accreditation
ANSI National Accreditation Board

cc: David M. Pulikowski, Director of Quality Assurance
ANAB Office

www.anab.org | Fort Wayne, IN | Washington, DC
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RECEIVED
AmB

ANSI National Accreditation Board

CERTIFICATE OF ACCREDITATION

The ANSI National Accreditation Board

Hereby attests that

New York State Police Crime Laboratory
1220 Washington Avenue, Bldg #30, Albany, New York 12226 USA

Fulfills the requirements of

ISO/IEC 17025:2017

Accreditation Requirements for Forensic Testing and Calibration:2023
FBI Quality Assurance Standards for Forensic DNA Testing Laboratories:2020
FBI Quality Assurance Standards for DNA Databasing Laboratories:2020

In the field of

Forensic Testing

This certificate is valid only when accompanied by a current scope of accreditation document.

The current scope of accreditation can be verified at www.anab.org.

Pamela L. Sale, Vice President, Forensics

Expiry Date: 31 May 2026
Certificate Number: FT-0025

-
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Division of Criminal
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NEW
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STATE

RECEIVED 2/13/124 Office of Forensic Services

SCOPE OF ACCREDITATION TO:

ISO/IEC 17025:2017

Accreditation Requirements for Forensic Testing and Calibration:2023
FBI Quality Assurance Standards for Forensic DNA Testing Laboratories:2020
FBI Quality Assurance Standards for DNA Databasing Laboratories:2020

New York State Police Crime Laboratory

Expiry Date: 31 May 2026

(see locations listed below)

FORENSIC TESTING

Forensic Investigation Center

1220 Washington Avenue
Albany, New York 12226 USA

Certificate Number: FT-0025

Discipline: Biology

Component/Parameter

Item

Key Equipment/Technology

DNA Profile Determination

Short Tandem Repeat (STR)
Y-Short Tandem Repeat (Y-STR)

Capillary Electrophoresis

DNA Profile Determination
(Database Samples)

Short Tandem Repeat (STR)
Y-Short Tandem Repeat (Y-STR)

Capillary Electrophoresis

Individual Characteristic Database DNA Profile National DNA Index System (NDIS)
Physical Comparison DNA Profile Software Program
Chemical
o . Body Fluid Fluorescence Spectroscopy
Qualitative Determination Epithelial Cell General Microscopy
Immunoassay
Discipline: Fire Debris and Explosives
Component/Parameter Item Key Equipment/Technology
Qualitative Determination Fire Debris Gas Chromatography

Mass Spectrometry

Version 007 Issued: 13 February 2024

1899 L Street NW, Suite 1100-A, Washington, DC 20036

414-501-5494
www.anab.org

ANSI National Accreditation Boara Dl N
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New York State Police
Crime Laboratory

FT-0025

Discipline: Firearms and Toolmarks

Component/Parameter Item Key Equipment/Technology
Function Evaluation Firearm Measuring Equipment
.. . . National Integrated Ballistic Information
Individual Characteristic Database Ammunition Network (NIBIN)
General Microscopy
. . . Measuring Equipment
Physical Comparison Ammunition Software Program
Visual
.. Chemical
Ammunition General Microsco
Qualitative Determination Firearm . Scopy
Metal Measuring Equipment
Reference Collection
Chemical
. . . General Microscopy
Serial Number Restoration Physical Item .
Magnetic
Visual
Discipline: Friction Ridge
Component/Parameter Item Key Equipment/Technology
Chemical
Enhancement Ridge Detail Physical
Software Program
Individual Characteristic Database Ridge Detail Next Generatlon(ll\(li Ce}rll;lﬁcatlon System
. . . . Software Program
Physical Comparison Ridge Detail Visual
Physical Comparison . . Software Program
(Tenprint) Ridge Detail Visual
Discipline: Materials (Trace)
Component/Parameter Item Key Equipment/Technology
Qualitative Determination Hair General Microscopy
Discipline: Seized Drugs
Component/Parameter Item Key Equipment/Technology
. Chemical
Botanical Gas Chromatograph
Qualitative Determination Liquid atography
Solid General Microscopy

Infrared Spectroscopy

Version 007 Issued: 13 February 2024

1899 L Street NW, Suite 1100-A, Washington, DC 20036

414-501-5494
www.anab.org

Page 2 of 5
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New York State Police

Crime Laboratory

FT-0025

Liquid Chromatography
Mass Spectrometry
Raman Spectroscopy
Thin-Layer Chromatography
Ultraviolet Spectroscopy

Visual
Botanical Gas Chromatography
Quantitative Measurement Liquid Liquid Chromatography
Solid Ultraviolet Spectroscopy
- Balance
Volume Measurement Liquid Volumetric Glassware
Botanical
Weight Measurement Liquid Balance
Solid
Discipline: Toxicology
Component/Parameter Item Key Equipment/Technology

Qualitative Determination

Ante-Mortem Biological Item
Post-Mortem Biological Item

Gas Chromatography
Immunoassay
Liquid Chromatography
Mass Spectrometry

Qualitative Determination
(Volatiles)

Ante-Mortem Biological Item
Post-Mortem Biological Item

Gas Chromatography
Mass Spectrometry

Quantitative Measurement

Ante-Mortem Biological Item
Post-Mortem Biological Item

Liquid Chromatography
Mass Spectrometry

Quantitative Measurement
(Volatiles)

Ante-Mortem Biological Item
Post-Mortem Biological Item

Gas Chromatography

Mid-Hudson Satellite Crime Laboratory

224 Breunig Road

New Windsor, New York 12553 USA

Discipline: Seized Drugs

Component/Parameter Item Key Equipment/Technology
Chemical
Gas Chromatography
General Microscopy
i Spcocon
Qualitative Determination Liquid q graphy
Solid Mass Spectrometry

Raman Spectroscopy
Thin-Layer Chromatography
Ultraviolet Spectroscopy

Visual
Version 007 Issued: 13 February 2024 Page 3 of 5
Yy,
1899 L Street NW, Suite 1100-A, Washington, DC 20036 d =7
414-501-5494 ANAB ===
www.anab.org NS
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New York State Police FT-0025
Crime Laboratory

Botanical Gas Chromatography
Quantitative Measurement Liquid Liquid Chromatography
Solid Ultraviolet Spectroscopy
Volume Measurement Liquid VolumgiilcanGclz ssware
Botanical
Weight Measurement Liquid Balance
Solid

Southern Tier Satellite Crime Laboratory
44 Park Street
Port Crane, New York 13833 USA

Discipline: Seized Drugs
Component/Parameter Item Key Equipment/Technology
Chemical
Gas Chromatography
General Microscopy
Botanical I}nfrgge(c:ihSpectio scop}}l/
Qualitative Determination Liquid 1qut romatography
Solid Mass Spectrometry
Raman Spectroscopy
Thin-Layer Chromatography
Ultraviolet Spectroscopy
Visual
Botanical Gas Chromatography
Quantitative Measurement Liquid Liquid Chromatography
Solid Ultraviolet Spectroscopy
- Balance
Volume Measurement Liquid Volumetric Glassware
Botanical
Weight Measurement Liquid Balance
Solid

Western Satellite Crime Laboratory
722 Homer Street
Olean, New York 14760 USA

Discipline: Seized Drugs
Component/Parameter Item Key Equipment/Technology
Chemical

Botanical Gas Chromatography

Qualitative Determination Liquid General Microscopy

Solid Infrared Spectroscopy

Liquid Chromatography
Version 007 Issued: 13 February 2024 Page 4 of 5
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New York State Police
Crime Laboratory

FT-0025

Mass Spectrometry
Raman Spectroscopy
Thin-Layer Chromatography
Ultraviolet Spectroscopy

Visual
Botanical Gas Chromatography
Quantitative Measurement Liquid Liquid Chromatography
Solid Ultraviolet Spectroscopy
Lo Balance
Volume Measurement Liquid Volumetric Glassware
Botanical
Weight Measurement Liquid Balance
Solid

When published on a forensic service provider’s Scope of Accreditation, ANAB has confirmed the competence required to develop and validate methods and
perform on-going quality assurance for accredited activities. For a listed component/parameter, the forensic service provider may add or modify methods for
activities without formal notice to ANAB for items and key equipment/technology listed. Contact the forensic service provider for information on the method

utilized for accredited work.

Version 007 Issued: 13 February 2024

Pamela L. Sgle
Vice President, Forensics

1899 L Street NW, Suite 1100-A, Washington, DC 20036
414-501-5494
www.anab.org
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Prepared by Alexandria Bradley
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Description

This assessment report summarizes the outcome of the recent accreditation activity. A separate document, the assessment plan, provides
information on the type of activity (e.g., reassessment, surveillance activity, scope extension), the date(s) of the activity, the assessment
team members, the requirement documents and refers to the scope of the discipline(s) assessed for each location. The assessment plan,
together with this report, provide a complete picture of the accreditation activity.

The ANSI National Accreditation Board (ANAB) evaluated the competence of the laboratory and conformance with all applicable
accreditation requirements for the scope of accreditation referenced in the assessment plan. Objective evidence of implementation was
assessed. The results of an assessment activity are based on a sample of records, locations, and personnel that were available at the time
of the activity. Witnessing is an additional technique used in most activities.

REQUIREMENTS:

ISO/IEC 17025:2017 General requirements for the competence of testing and calibration laboratories & ANAB Accreditation Requirements
for Forensic Testing and Calibration (AR 3125) evaluated over the accreditation cycle are summarized in the following broad categories:

General requirements related to the laboratory's commitment to impartiality and confidentiality in its activities.

Structural requirements related to the range of activities, management structure, the authority, roles and responsibilities of personnel.
Documented procedures which ensure a consistent application of activities and the validity of results.

Resource requirements related to the impartiality of personnel. Requirements for a training program, competency testing, authorizations,
and ongoing monitoring to ensure the competence of personnel. Facility and security suitability for activities. Records and procedures for
equipment to ensure proper functioning and where applicable, establishment of metrological traceability. Requirements for externally
provided products and services.

Process requirements related to the handling of test and calibration items in a manner to maintain the integrity of the item. Requirements
for chain-of-custody of items to be tested and appropriate methods and procedures. Ensuring the required performance of the methods
along with monitoring the validity of the results. Requirements to ensure results are supported by sufficient technical records and are
reported accurately, clearly, unambiguously, and objectively. Procedures for nonconforming work and a documented process for handling
complaints. Requirements related to the laboratory information management system protection and integrity of data and information.

Management system requirements related to policies and objectives appropriate for the scope of activities. Requirements to control internal
and external documents and records. Requirements to address risks and opportunities and timely, well-documented corrective actions.
Requirements for an internal audit program and management reviews.

The accreditation activity also evaluates the laboratory’s conformance with their own management system requirements.

ASSESSMENT RESULT:

Based on the assessment techniques and a sample of the objective evidence reviewed during the assessment activity, the assessment
team found that the laboratory demonstrated competence to operate a management system that fulfills all applicable accreditation
requirements, including those specified within their management system.

Any opportunities for improvement or nonconformities identified during this assessment activity are noted below. All nonconformities will be
resolved prior to an accreditation decision by ANAB and a summary provided in a subsequent assessment activity report.



Summary of Comments

P
0
P
0

151

Audit Comments

Il Unassessed
Il Monconforming

Documeant Review
Il Conforming
Il Mot Applicable
Il Cpportunity for Improvement
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